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Pupsuic Law 601, 79TH CONGRESS 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 


(53, 2d session, which provides: 


Be t enacted bu the Nenate and House of Re pres ntatives of the United States 


imerica in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RuLE X 


Sk 121. STANDING COMMITTE! 


* x 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMI!I ES 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities, 

(A) Un-American activities. 

2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United 
States, (ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un- 
American propaganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic 
origin and attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our 
Constitution, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid 
Congress in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 

v 








House Re tion 5, January 3, 1953 
« t ‘ * * 
ING COMMITTE! 
RULE X 
1. Vhere shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
he f ving indi I e¢ 
4 * * x 
‘ ' . Act ‘ ( S Lilt emi rs 
» > 
»> DvD Lis iI 
I XI 
{ itte Oo n-Ame i AX ities 
i Un-American Act ties 
b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
iuthorized to make fre time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char 
icter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
anda that is instigated fro foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
on, and (8) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in 
ny necessary remedial legislation 


The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to 
the Clerk of the House if the House is not in sessi the results of any such 
investigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

for the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
ind places within the United State whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
BALTIMORE AREA—Part 3 


THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 1954 


Unirep Strares House or RepresENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEI 
on Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D.C. 


Che subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 


met, pursuant to eall, at 10:29 
House Office Building, Hon. Don 

Committee members present: representatives Donald L. Jackson 

icting chairman), Kit Clardy, Gordon Hf. Scherer, Francis E. Wal 
ter (appearance noted in transcript), and Clyde Doyle (appearance 
noted in transcript ie 

Stat? members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Frank S. Tav- 
enner, Ts counsel; ‘Thomas W. Beale, aE se chief clerk; Raphael c 
Nixon, director of research; and George EK. Cooper, investigator. 

( Following preliminary statement made by the subcommittee and 
the testimony of Earl C, Reno, both of which are printed in part Zs 
under this title, the subcommittee continued with interrogation of 
additional witnesses :) 

Mr. Jackson. Who is your next witness ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Leonard Patterson, will vou come forward, 


please ? 


1. In the caucus room, 362 Old 
L Jackson pre siding. 


ad. 
ald 
] 
i 


TESTIMONY OF LEONARD PATTERSON 


Mr. Jackson. Raise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear in 
the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee you will 
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Parrerson. I do. 

Mr. TavenNER. What is your name, please / 

Mr. Parrerson. Leonard Patterson, two t’s in Patterson. 

Mr. Tavenner. I note that you are not accompanied by counsel. 

Mr. Parrerson. No; I do not think I need any. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you decide you desire to consult counsel, you will 
have that privilege. 

Mr. Partrerson. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Patterson ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. I was born February 6, 1906, State of North Caro- 
lina, county of Wayne. 

Mr. TavENNER. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Parrerson. Jamaica, New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. How are you presently employed ? 
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Mr. Parrerson. I am employed by the Bethlehem shipyard as a 
rigger and also as a taxi driver. When one is not busy, I work with 
the other one. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Partrerson. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Young Com- 
munist League? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you become a member of the Young 
Communist League? 

Mr. Parrerson. In the fall of the year of 1928. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you join the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Parrerson. In the early part of the summer, latter part of the 
spring, in 1930. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Young Communist 
League, or. rather, the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Patrrrrson. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you leave the Communist Party? 

Mr. Parrerson. In the summer of 1937, I believe in August. It 
could have been September 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum- 
stances under which you first became a member of the party, or rather, 
I should say. the Young Communist League ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. I secured a job as a bootblack in the district 
headquarters of the Communist Party of the New York district at 26 
Union Square, and for about 3 months the district leaders, the na- 
tional leaders, and everyone was trying to make me a Communist, and 
I did not want to be a Communist. So they made a bet with me, if I 
would take a course in the Workers’ School, that when I completed 
that course. I would join the Communist Party or the Young Com- 
munist League, so I had taken up the bet, and before T finished the 
course T had joined the Young Communist League. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever attain a position of prominence in 
the Young Communist League such as occupying a high position as 
af inectionary ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. Well, I held almost all leading positions in the 
Young Communist League except its executive secretary. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what the major 
posit ions are which you have held inthe Young Communist League? 

Mr. Parrerson. Well, I was— 

Mr. Tavenner. And the dates and the places. 

Mr. Parrerson. As near as I can, I will. In 1929, the spring, the 
vear I was elected as a delegate to the district convention of the Young 
Communist League: however, at that time the name was the Young 
Workers Communist League. I attended the district convention and 
I was elected a member of the district committee of the Young Com- 
munist League, New York City district. 

Mr. TaveENNER. New York district? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. At that district convention I was elected a 
delegate to the national convention of the Young Communist League 
that was held in the spring of 1929—in fact, it was the same time 
as the Gastonia strike was going on in North Carolina. At that con- 
vention I was elected a member of the national executive committee 
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of the Young Communist League and was reelected at every conven 
tion and remained a member of the national committee until 1935 
at the time I went into the Communist Party for exclusive Communist 
Party work. 

In 1931 in Philadelphia, from about March until August, I was 
district organizer of the Young Communist League, and 1934 I was 
organizer for the Young Communist League for the Maryland-Dis- 
trict of Columbia area. I was national representative of the Young 
Communist League in the Birmingham. Ala., district, Detroit district, 
Cleveland district, Connecticut district, and the Philadelphia district, 
and the Pittsburgh district, and I held positions in the Young Com- 
munist League as national chairman of the Young Communist League 
Negro commission. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the Negro commission of the Young 
Communist League ? 

Mr. PATTERSON. It was a special body, a subcommittee of the na- 
tional committee of the Young Communist League to deal specifically 
with issues concerning the Negro youth, and in 1933 I was also national 
fraction secretary of the unemployed councils and also was national 
youth organizer for the homeless youth at the same time. 

Those are the main or major positions I held in the Young Com 
munist League. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were vou ever selected for training, Communist 
Party training, in the Soviet Union? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you go to Moscow, and how long were 
you there ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I landed in Moscow in September 1931, and I 
mained there until September 19382. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have told us you were district organizer of 
the Communist Party in Maryland and the District of Columbia in 
1934. 

Mr. Patrrerson. The Young Communist League. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of the Young Communist League. How long did 
you remain on that assignment ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Until around September 1935 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what you sought 
to accomplish for the Young Communist League in Baltimore during 
that period? 

Mr. Parrerson. To organize the Young Communist League in the 
basic industries in Baltimore and the colleges, universities, National 
Guard, Army, the fleet, the merchant ships, and among the long 
shoremen and Syne key enterpris se in the ec ity of Baltimore. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee briefly what the activi 
ties of the “sel C ommunist League were, what they actually ac- 
complished in Baltimore during the period between 1934 and 
September 1935. 

Mr. Parrerson. Well, specifically, I succeeded in organizing com- 
mittees against war and fascism on ships sailing out of Baltimore, 
specific ally the Oakmoor and the Massmoor. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell those names 

Mr. Parrerson. I do not know if I can a them myself or not. 
I was successful in organizing those committees. In fact, when I 
say “I,” I am speaking of the Young Communist League at that 
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time. I was successful in organizing groups of young seamen into 
Young Communist League nuclei, small groups on ships here in 
the port of Baltimore. We were successful in organizing and pre- 
paring Young Communist League members for distribution squads 
for the distribution of Communist literature and other anti-Fascist 
literature into the National Guard and into Camp Meade, Md. It 
was my specific duty then to prepare and train certain individuals 
for this task, turn them over to Stanley Bloomberg, and from then 
on, he would work with the secret committee and carry that through. 
I was organizing the Young Communist League members in the 
National Students League, organized them into groups in the uni- 
versities, like the Johns Hopkins University and the University of 
Maryland and other schools and colleges in the city of Baltimore 
and would prepare them for certain activities, such as strikes against 
war and fascism, for academic freedom, and also to prepare them to 
involve the organization of the e apaerene of the university and involve 
them in any activities that would be developed on the campus. 

Then mass meetings, open-air meetings, organization of defense 
committee for Ethiopia, organization of delegates for the Youth Con- 
gress to Detroit, and generally to participate in the campaigns of the 
Communist Party and to support the Communist Party in all of its 
campaigns. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your connection with this group that was 
known as the ee in De fense Committee ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I was the one responsible to the Communist Party 
for this committee. I was responsible to organize it, to supervise it, 
to see to it that the party line, party policy, the party tactics, the 
party strategy, was carried out in this committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee whether or not you 
received the assistance in that work of two ministers who had recently 
come to Baltimore from the Union Theological Seminary in New 
York? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes, I will. 

In 1935, I believe it was in the month of August it could have been 
July, but to my best recollection it was August—Earl Reno assigned 
me to organize a defense committee for the defense of Ethiopia and 
to create a mass movement of people in Baltimore, and his instruction 
was to penetrate the churches, the YMC A’s, and trade unions, different 
societies, and involve mass indignation of the Negro people in Balti- 
more for the defense of Ethiopia, but he warned me to realize one 
thing, that the Communist Party must control this and the line of 
the Communist Party must be carried out. 

So I asked him for forces. As head of the Young Communist 
League, I had my own headaches. So he said that would have to be 
discussed, and 2 agg unc came into the Communist Party office, 
2 ministers, one by the name of Rev. Joe Nowak, and one by the 
name of Rey. Jack Hutchison. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me stop you there just a moment. When you 
first told the committee about the connection of the two ministers with 
the work of this group in Baltimore, you were unable to recall their 
names. Is that not correct? 

Mr. Patterson. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you ‘here in the hearing room on last Thurs- 
day, March 18, when Dr. John A. Hutchison testified here? 
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Mr. Patrrerson. I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you in the corridors of the building here 
adjacent to this room? 

Mr. Patrerson. I was. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Did you see Reverend Hutchison in the hearing 
room ? 

Mr. Patrerson. I did. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you see him on the witness stand? Did you 
see him occupying the witness chair? 

Mr. Parrerson. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he the same person to whom you are now re- 
ferring as one of the young ministers who came into the Communist 
Party headquarters in Baltimore ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Some time in 1935? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. There is no question in your mind as to this important 
fact, is there ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Absolutely none. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. How are you able now to identify the name of the 
other minister as Reverend Nowak? 

Mr. Parrerson. I have spoken with Reverend Nowak. I saw him 
here today. I talked with him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any doubt in your mind as to whether or 
not he was the second of the two ministers to whom you referred ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Absolutely none. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I interrupted you. You say two ministers 
came into Communist Party headquarters in Baltimore? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you fix the time as nearly as you can? 

Mr. Parrerson. Well, the time I fixed before was the nearest I can 
come to it. It was, I would say, in the afternoon. It was approxi- 
mately August—July. It was almost immediately after the Italian 
invasion of Ethiopia. It was around that period. 

Mr. TAvENNER. In 1935? 

Mr. Parrerson. 1935. Iam definite about the year. 

Mr. Tavenner. After you had been assigned the job of organizing 
the Ethiopian Defense Committee? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. 

Mr. TAvennerR. Who were present in the Communist Party head- 
quarters on that occasion besides the two ministers ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Earl Reno. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that the name used by Mr. Reno at that time? 

Mr. Patterson. No, it was Earl Dixon. However, I had known 
him also by Earl Reno. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any other person present ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Mary Himoft. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did Mary Himoff hold in the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Parrerson. She was a member of the Baltimore committee of 
the Communist Party, the leading committee of the Communist Party 
in Baltimore, and she was the educational director for the Communist 
Party of Baltimore. 
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Mr. Tavenner. In other words, she was also a high functionary in 
the Communist Party in Baltimore? 

Mr. Parrerson. I would say she was; in fact, I know she was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you tell the committee, please, just what 
occurred at the time the two young ministers came into the Communist 
Party headquarters, as far as you can recall? 

Mr. Parrerson. Well, there was a conversation with Earl Dixon 
and Mary Himoff. I was not sitting right together with them in this 
conversation, and I do not know specifically “what was discussed. I 
did hear the name of the party mentioned, but after discussion was 
over, Mary Himoff said to me, “You want forces? Here’s two minis- 
ters. Take them and put them on your Ethiopian Defense Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, were you introduced to the two ministers at 
that time / 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes; Mary Himoff introduced me to them. 

Mr. Tavenner. To both of them? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then what occurred ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Well, I believe—I do not know exactly when it 
was—maybe the next day or a couple of days after, Reverend Hutchi- 
son and Reverend Nowak reported to me at my he adquarters of the 
Ethiopian Defense Committee that was located in the vicinity of 
10th—1100 block on Pennsylvania Avenue on the right-hand side going 
north. It was a store front. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you an open member of the Communist Party 
in Baltimore at that time, or was your identity known ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I was very well known. I was an open member of 
the Communist Party and a member of the section committee, was 
district organizer for the Young Communist League. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you explain on the occasion of the next meet- 
ing; that is, the meeting on 1 or 2 days after you first met them, as to 
what work these 2 ministers ook 1 do in the Ethiopian Defense Com 
mittee work ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes, I did. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you tell the committee just what conversation 
took place there, as nearly as you can ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. I explained to both of them—and I am referring to 
them, I mean both Reverend Hutchison and Reverend Nowak—that 
this Ethiopian Defense Committee wanted to reach out into the 
churches, particularly Negro churches, and we wanted to make this a 
broad committee, not jus t inter-Communist Party, Young Communist 
League membership, but a committee that would reach people that the 
Communist Party could not reach otherwise, and that this— 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you certain that you mentioned to them the 
name of the Communist Party reaching other people? 

Mr. Parrerson. I am positive of what I just said, that we wanted 
to reach people that the Communist Party could not reach otherwise. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you positive that that was said to these two 
ministers ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. I am absolutely positive. I said even more than 
that, if you will let me finish. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, proceed. 
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Mr. Parrerson. And said, in fact, I have taken these two ministers 
as Communist Party members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why did you do that? 

Mr. Parrerson. Because I was given them to work with when I 
asked for forces by Mary Himoftf who was a member of the section 
committee of the Communist Party, and I did not take them as stran- 
gers. I took them as Communist Party members, and I discussed the 
party policy with them, and that I am trying to explain to you 
now, 

[ explained to them by bringing in certain ministers and doctors 
to sign a sponsoring ¢: all that we would get out and that we would 
send the ministers and other non-Communist Party members to cover 
the various churches and speak and ask for affiliations to this com- 
mittee; it could be done, and that the Communist Party members, the 
Young Communist League members, would take similar steps to pene- 
trate the trade unions and other organizations in Baltimore to bring 
them into this committee, and that we would try—we would use the 
International Workers’ Order, the Italian branch that was close to 
the Communist Party, to penetrate the Italian branch of the Inter- 
national Workers’ Order and the Italian people, that we would 
organize mass meetings in the Italian neighborhoods in regards to 
this issue, defense of Ethiopia. 

Then the two ministers told me, both Reverend Nowak and Rey- 
erend Hutchison, and they can cross me if they want to—I stand open 
for it—in fact, they smiled and said, “We know all about that,” that 
“We were well schooled in M: arxism, Leninism while we were in the 
Union Theological Seminary,” that Professor Ward had taught them 
all of that, and during our discussions from then on I found out they 
were pretty well equipped with Marxism and Leninism and under- 
stood the Communist Party line. In fact, I had no trouble whatsoever 
in convincing them or forcing them to pursue the Communist Party 
line. 

After a few meetings Comrade Hutchison was taken away from my 
committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not mean Comrade Hutchison—— 

Mr. Parrerson. I mean Reverend Hutchison. He was taken away 
from my committee. Mary Himoff called me and told me, “I will 
leave Reverend Nowak with you, but we have to take Reverend 
Hutchison and assign him to the [American] League Against War 
and Fascism, and he will work with Swerdloff.” 

Mr. TAveNNER. Who was Swerdloff ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Swerdloff was a member of the Communist Party 
in Baltimore assigned by the section committee of the Communist 
Party to be head of the [American] League Against War and Fascism 
in Baltimore. He was head of the Communist Party fraction of the 
| American] League Against War and Fascism, and I believe he was 
the executive secretary of the Baltimore ch: apter of the | American ] 
League Against War and Fascism. 

Mr. TavENNER. Have you seen him here today ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the character of the work done by the 
two ministers in helping you with the work of the Ethiopian Defense 
Committee, if you know? 
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Mr. Parrerson. Well, I do not remember just now. I know Rev- 
erend Nowak worked with me longer than Reverend Hutchison did. 
I think about all he did was attend meetings of my committee. 

Now. whether or not I gave Reverend Hutchison a y assignments 
to visit churches or spe ik at different meetings or so, I do not—I mean 
Reverend Nowak—I do not remember at the present time. At the 
time that they were on my committee, became on my committee, it was 
more or less in the initial stage, and I only wanted them mostly to 
give non-Communist color to the ; committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say that you met these two ministers in August 
of 1935. Did you say that you left the Baltimore area in Septembe r 
1935 ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes; I was on my way out at the time I met them. 

Mr. Tavenner. So then it was only for the period of about 1 month 
that you were acquainted with them? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. 

Mr. TavenneR. Did you ever have occasion to meet them after that 
in Baltimore? 

Mr. Patterson. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you see either of the ministers at the Com- 
munist Party headquarters in Baltimore at any time after the occa- 
sion when you met them, first met them there? 

Mr. Parrerson. I do not remember whether I did or not. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the reason for your leaving Baltimore? 

Mr. Patrerson. For an assignment by the Communist Party in 
Philadelphia. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you say that you withdrew from the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Parrerson. In the summer of 1937 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your reason for leaving the Communist 
Party after the year of extreme activity that you had engaged in? 

Mr. Parrerson. I was finally convinced that the Communist Party 
was no place for me, that the Communist Party was not sincere as a 
protector of American labor, that it did not champion the cause of 
the American people, that it was not interested in solving the problems 
of the Negro people, but the Communist Party was using the question 
of organizing labor, the question of fighting for the advancement 
of the Negro people as a means of furthering its aim to accomplish 
its ultimate aim, for the overthrow of the American Government 
through force and violence, for the establishment of the dictatorship 
of the prolet: ariat. 

Now, I had the opportunity to spend a year in Russia, to travel 
about, travel very widely over Russia. 

Mr. Scuerer. How did that happen? 

Mr. Parrerson. I was a student of the Lenin School in Russia. 

Mr. Scuerer. What year was that? 

Mr. Parrerson. From September 1931 to September 1932. 

Mr. Scnerer. How old were you at that time ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Let me see. 

Mr. Scuerer. Approximately. 

Mr. Parrerson. I was born in 1906, and that was 1931. 

Mr. Scuerer. Who sent you to the Lenin school ? 

Mr. Parrerson. The Communist Party of the United States of 
America. 
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Mr. Scuerer. How long were you at that school? How much time 
did you spend in the Lenin School ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Approximately a year. 

To finish your question, by seeing both sides of the pee by being 

sincere for the Communist Party, strikes, picket lines, going to jail, 
bel ig clubbed, beaten up, and the n seein g the other side in Russia, 
ind then seeing that in the United States, in those years, partic ularly 
under the administration of President Roosevelt, that the problems 
of America trying te be solved and could be solved in a peaceful 
way. 

So I made up my mind to leave the Communist Party. In particu- 
lar when the Communist Party, under the leadership of Harry 
Bridges, called a second west coast strike of longshoremen on the west 
coast, and due to the agitation and organization, unde rmy le sadership 
in Philadelphia, we tied up the entire port of Philadelphia in connee 
tion with the longshoremen on the west coast, and we put lovwead 
our local demands and the shipowners gave us every one of them. 
Everything we asked for was given, and when I reported it back to 
the Communist Party, they said, “You can’t settle the strike. You 
can’t call off the strike.” 

ITsaid,“Why? We got everything we want. We asked for 8 men 
in the hold discharge instead of 6. We got that. We asked for 85 
cents an hour instead of 75, and we got that. Why can’t we settle the 
trike?” 

They said, “The west coast strikers are out on strike, and you want to 
stab them in the back. We are not interested in a measly 10 cents 
more an hour or 2 more men in the gang. We are for a big political 
thing. Weare fora general strike. We are for keeping the port tied 
up. You went to the Lenin School. You know that every economic 
struggle becomes a political struggle. You know this is a means of 
involving the east and west coasts in direct struggle against the state 
power, against the United States Government.” 

So the whole scales dropped off my eyes then, so I left the Commu- 
nist Party as of that day. However, I was called to several meetings 
of the district committee, of which I was a member, and the central 
committee control commission in New York, and was asked to come 
back into the Communist Party, but from that day on I had nothing 
to do with the Communist Party, the Communist Party affiliates, with 
the exception of speaking to and talking to certain friends that had 
been in the Communist Party up until 1945. 

Mr. Waurer. Because of your activities in the longshoremen’s or- 
ganization, did you happen to know any of the people who today are 
tying up the port of New York? 

Mr. Parrerson. No; due to the fact that I have not studied that 
New York situation thoroughly. I os not paid much attention 
to it. 

However, I do know in Philadelphia that there are certain Com- 
munist Party members like Sam Kovat, Joe Bishinsky, I think Bish- 
insky, and one named Banks, was trying to exploit that situation in 
New York to tie up Philade ‘Iphia. [I know that. 

Mr. Waurer. Are the "y members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Kovat and Bishinsky are. I do not know about 
Banks, whether he is a member or one that is being used by the Com- 
munist Party. 
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Mr. Watrer. So that these Communists are today endeavoring to 
tie up the port of Philadelphia by resorting to the tactics that you 
have jus t described, purely political ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes. The situation in Philadelphia is almost a 
hicheteasiiaes, The people there got good jobs, they are working, they 
are satisfied, and still the Communist Party is exploiting it—at least 
attempting to exploit it. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of the Communist Party using certain 
organizations in which the Negro people were interested in “order to 
exploit them for Communist Party purposes. Do you know anything 
about the American Committee for the Protection of the Foreign 

3orn? Do you know how that was handled? 

Mr. Patrerson. I do. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will you tell us just briefly ? 

Mr. Parrerson. That committee, alongside of another committee, 
was considered by the Communist Party as a transmission belt. It 
was a committee that could appeal to the foreign-born people in the 
United States and propel ly claim to be their protector as a means of 
rallying the foreign born in the unions and in the mills and in the 
factories into the Commuist Party. 

However, there was another reason, so far as the protection of the 
foreign born was concerned. The overwhelming majority of the Com- 
munist Party membership at the time I was in there were foreign- 
born people, and most of them were not naturalized. Therefore, by 
creating a committee for the protection of the foreign born, the Com- 
munist Party was trying to work to safeguard its own membership, 
so it had two purposes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Water. No. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. Were you here in the hearing room this morning? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doytr. I have not ever met you before. What sign, if any, 
was over the headquarters of the Communist Party where you say 
you met these two young preachers? 

Mr. Parrerson. I do not believe there was any sign. The only time 
that I believe there ever was a sign over the Communist Party head- 
quarters in Baltimore was during the election campaign, but I do not 
believe—there was no sign over there. 

Mr. Dorie. You have not testified—at least I have not heard you 
testify—I was late fies the floor in getting to the committee this 
afternoon—of there being any Communist cells in Baltimore, Com- 
munist cells. 

Mr. Patrrerson. Oh, yes, there were cells in Baltimore. 

Mr. Doyir. Have you testified as to whether or not either of these 
young preachers that you have named were members of the Communist 
Party cells ? 

Mr. Parrerson. No; I have not. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, were they, to your personal knowledge ? 

Mr. Parrerson. To my personal knowledge I have not attended 
meeting with either one of them in a Communist Party cell. 
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Mr. Dove. You said, and I wrote down here about as you said it, 
“T wanted them most to give non-Communist color to the committee.” 

Mr. Parrerson. That is correct. 

Mr. Doyie. At that time in Baltimore in 1935 and 1936 when you 
were there—or may I ask you—you were there in 1935 and 1936, I] 
think you said you were there in August 1935. 

Mr. Parrerson. I was not there in 1936. I left there in Septem- 
ber 1935. 

Mr. Dorie. What, to your personal knowledge, was the attitude gen 
erally of the public in Baltimore toward the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Generally it was antagonistic. 

Mr. Dorie. It was what ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Antagonistic. 

Mr. Dorie. Because of your great famiharity with the Communist 
Party generally in the United States, was there an approximate date 
upon which, in your judgment, the attitude of the American people, 
as appraised by you, stopped being antagonistic toward the Commu 
nist Party as it was in 1945 in Baltimore ? 

Mr. Parrerson. I do not think it ever did stop. 

Mr. Dove. Well, was there any change in the public attitude to 
ward the Communist Party function inthe United State s, either favor 
able or unfavorable ? 

Mr. Pat rERSON. Well, J believe today it isn ore ul favorable. 

Mr. Doyie. Well, I hope so. There is no question about it. What 
I am getting at, Mr. Patterson, is, I think Mr. Reno this morning, I 
understood him to Say that these meetings of the Anti-Fascist League, 
and so forth, were very largely attended, sometimes more than 2,000 
people. Now, were those the same meetings that you attended ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Well, I do not know whether I attended those 
specific meetings or not, but I could answer your question, if you 
would let me. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, what I am getting at, to try to get what the feel- 
ing was of the Baltimore public toward these meetings of the Anti- 
Fascist League and the Ethiopian League 

Mr. Parrerson. Well, a lot of these people who were in these meet 
ines did not know it was Communist-laid or Communist-dominated, 
and when they found out, a lot of them would disassociate themselves 
with it. A lot of ministers would come to these Ethiopian Defense 
Committee meetings and other things, but the minute they found out 
it was a Communist-dominated or controlled affair, they would dis- 
associate themselves from it. However, that wasn’t the case with all 





of them. 

Mr. Doyur. May I ask this with reference to your experience and 
knowledge growing out of your having been, I think, chairman of 
the Negro commission, the Communist Negro commission—I think I 
bear in mind your testimony, but what, specifically, if anything, did 
the Communist Party do during your membership in it, to your per- 
sonal knowledge, to raise the level of living, either economically or 
politically, of the American Negro ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. Nothing, as I see. 

(Representative Bernard W. Kearney entered the hearing room at 
this point. ) 

Mr. Doytz. What, if anything, to your knowledge, if there is any 
such program that you have any knowledge of, does the Communist 
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Party America now have VY Way of program for the betterment 
rf level of living economically or politically, so far as alleged civil 
rights are concerned, for the American Negro‘ 


rie 


{r. Parrerson. None. 
Mr. Dorie. I think that are 

Ir. Jackson. Thank you. Any further question 
Let the record i that Mr Kearney has just come into the 
ommittee. 


Did you hear the questio I addressed to Mr. Reno relative to what 


¢ 


he church might reasonably expect if the program upon which you 
were embarked th other Communists had ever come to a successful 
f} tis ) 

Mr. Parrerson. I did not understand it, but I think I can answer 


it for you. 

Mr. Jackson. I wish you would. 

Mr. Parrerson. The church could expect the same as the peasants 
or the farmers where the Communist Party promised land, or the 
minority groups where it promised self-determination. It could 
expect under a Communist government in the United States a suppres- 
sion of free speech, free worship, religion, and gradually liquidation. 
I had th »oOpp rtul ity to see that in Russia. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, as one who has ie ved through the e xper lence of 
being a functionary in the Communist Party w ith the background 
that you have, from that st: indpoint, gl you say that the pulpits of 
(merica stand in greater danger of the Communist Party and the 
fellow paaae rs or from this committee ? 

Mr. Parrerson. The main danger to religion in the United States 
or any country in the world is communism, and I want to say that God 
bless this committee, it has got the nerve to fo out and to in ene 
communism in the churches, and there is no use of minimizing this 
question. The Communist Party has penetrated a large section ‘Of the 
church in the United States. 

Mr. Doyie. May I ask this, Mr. Chairman, of the gentleman ? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you ask God to bless this committee while you were 
. member of the Communist Party ? 

Patrerson. This committee? 

Mr. Doyie. I say, did you ask God to bless this committee. You say 
now God bless it. Did you ask God to bless it while you were a member 
»f the Communist Party? 

Mr. Parrerson. No, I fought you, I believe. I fought, I believe, the 
Fish committee and all the other committees because I was on that side 
of the fence then. I wassincere. Now I am on this side of the fence, 
ind I am sincer 
Mr. Jackson. You asked intervention from other quarters as far as 
1e committees were concerned at that time. 

Mr. Parrerson. That is right. 

Mr. Jackson. May I ask, and you have every right to decline to 
inswer this—I do not know what your answer is going to be—are you 
. church member yourself? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes, I am ordained deacon of Mount Calvary Free 
Will Baptist Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. I am now chairman for the 
Baptist committee for the fifth : anniversary of that church. Anybody 
who wants to buy some tickets, I will give ‘them to him. 


t] 
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Mr. Jackson. Congratulations. That represents a considerable dis 
tance you have covered since 1935, Mr. Patterson. 

Are there any further questions from the committee / 

Mr. Doytx. Mr. Chairman, I think perhaps T want to ask one more 
question. I want to state to the witness the back cround of this short 
question is that in my congressional district [ have many thousand 
\merican citizens who are Negroes: 1th My book, 1 grand | yuneh of 
} eople, and I think some of the other members of this committee and 

Members of Conert ss have Americal Negro itizens in their con- 
eressional districts. In view of your answer to my questions a few 
minutes ago. that the Communist Party never did anything to raise the 
level of living economically or nelitionth for the American Negro, 
have you any suggestion aa ice to this committee as a congressional 
committee as to how we can get that fact across to the American Negro ? 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Dorie. Who is presently being misle 
even yet ¢ 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes, and I thank you very much for asking me this 
question. L have been wat ting to have the op] ortunity to speak to the 
committee a long time. In fact, I made three trips in your territory, 
California, and I am amazed to see the unpr yvvements of the condi 
tions that the Negro has in the Los Angeles area and the Frisco area. 
In fact, I was there last summer. 

My wife. who has never been L iit mber ot the Cx NUDIST Party, 
she was amazed in the improvement of the condition of the Negro In 
California. I do not want to take up too much of your time, but I 
would like to cite a little incident in Frisco. I happened to be in 
Irisco. and I saw pe ere » from all parts of the Southern States Texas, 
Louisiana, and the Negro, too—and it amazing how they all are get 


Ll by the Communist Party 


ting ae together. 

Now. I believe—not believe, I know—that there is tremendous 
progress being made in the United States in regard to solving what we 
call the race problem. I ry take my home county, W: iyne County, 
N.C. Iwas there a few years ago, and you would be surprised to know 
the achievements and the advancement of the Negro and the erowing 
understanding and cooperation between the two races, and that is 
done because of enli o| ite nn ent and education, and here is where the 
church ean Be: Ly a great role—and it is—Congress is doing a great job, 
Government is doing a great job, and I think with more education of 
both naa popularizing that education—I mean popularizing the 
achievements, and less talk about condemning everything, that that is 
the best way, and I believe that we are on that road, and, in conclusion, 
I want to say at the time that I was active in the Communist Party 
I was definitely convinced that nobody in the world could solve the 
problems of the American Negro but the Communist Party, and I am 
so grateful and thankful since that time that I see that in the United 
States we have capab le people that are not only oly ing’ oP service to 
solving this 1 issue, but they are actually doing it, and you can just R 

right out the window, Washington, D. C.—and see for yourself. I do 
not need tosay any more. You don’t need a revolution to do that . You 
didn’t need a picket line. You did not need to steal the atom bomb to 
do that, but we did it in the American way. 

Mr. Doyte. I hope that when you come os alifornia again I may 
know long enough in advance so that I can plan that you can help 
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inform and educate and interpret to many of the thousands in Los 
Angeles County of the American Negro that I know. 

Mr. Parrerson. Yes, sir: I would be glad to. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Patterson, as to your closing statement, I wish 
the House proy ided us enough funds to make several million copies of 
it and drop them behind the Curtain. Unfortunately, they do not. 
However, I do want to say on behalf of the committee that we are 
grateful to you for your cooperation during the period of your previ 


ous interrogation and also today. 

Again, the committee and the Congress and the American people 
know what they do about communism today and its operations due to 
the fact that former Communists are willing to come forward and do 


very onerous and disagreeable chore in testifying as to the extent 
and nature and objectives of the party as of the period of their mem- 


bership. We get no information from fifth-amendment witnesses. 
Phey idd notl ing to the knowl dge ot the committee nor of the Con 
ores With the thank of the committee, vou are excused, Mr. 
Patterson. 

Mr. Counsel, the committee will take a recess for 10 minutes. 
(Whereupon, at 3:35 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 


t 
} 
cit 


Oo. 20 PD. Hi.) 

Whereupon, at 3:50 p. m.. the hearin 
tive Clyde Doy le hay ing left the hearing room d iring the recess, ) 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

\re you re addy to proce ed, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. TavenNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. Rev. Joseph Nowak, will you come forward, please, 


/ 


Yr 


was reconvened, Representa 


S11 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, sir? Do you sol- 
emnly swear in the t stimony vou are about to vive before this sub- 
committee to tell the truth. the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 
So help you God ? 

Mr. Nowak. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 


Mr. TAveENNER. Very well. 
TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH S. NOWAK 


Mr. Tavenner. You are Rev. Joseph S. Nowak ? 

Mr. Nowak. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name, please ? 

Mr. Nowak. N-o-w-a-k. 

Mr. Tavenner. I notice you are not accompanied by counsel. 

Mr. Nowak. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you desire counsel ? 

Mr. Nowak. If you do not mind, I came here to tell truth and noth- 
ing but the truth, so I hope with that kind of evidence I need no 
lawyer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well, sir. 

When and where were you born, Reverend Nowak? 

Mr. Nowak. I was born in Lwow, Poland. It was Austria then, 
on October 17. 1903. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the names of the places, please ? 
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Mr. Nowak. L-w-o-w, Lwow, Poland. It used to be Poland. It is 
not Poland any more. 

Mr. TavenNER. What is it now ? 

Mr. Nowak. Soviet Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to this country, Reverend 
Nowak ? 

Mr. Nowak. My parents, or rather, my father came first, and then 
my mother followed when he got his job. My mother brought me 
over in June of 1906. 

Mr. Taivenner. Are you a ni tur: lized American citizen ? 

Mr. Nowak. Through my father’s citizenship p: pers I am, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation, please / 

Mr. Nowak. Well, social worker and minister. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been / 

Mr. Nowak. I think so. Baltimore City College, which used to be 
high school in Baltimore City, graduate 1921. Then I went to work 
and did not go back to college until 1928, Johns Hopkins University, 
bachelor of arts in 1932. Then in 1935 bachelor of divinity at the 
Union Theological Seminary, New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what assign- 
ments you have had since the completion of your educational training ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. In general from 1934, that is, the year before 
my graduation, till 1942 I was in charge of a small mission, St. Paul’s 
Y resbyterian Church in the city of Baltimore, Md. By the end of 

1942 the mission was dissolved, and then I held a pastorate in Chicago 
in 1943-44, minister of Portage Park Presbyterian Church in Chicago. 
Then from 1944, after a very short stay of several weeks, practically at 
the Association House, Presbyterian Settlement House in Chicago, I 
became adult education director of the University of Chicago 
settlement. 

From 1944 until 1950 I received another appointment from the 
Presbyterian Church to the Mountaineer Mining Mission around 
Morgantown, W. Va., from where in 1951 I was called to Detroit to 
Dodge Community House, where I resigned as of January 1, 1955, 

Since then I had occasional jobs, the last one being at the YMCA, 
Downtown YMCA, in Detroit—whether I am or have been, I do not 
know yet—desk clerk at the Downtown Y in Detroit. 

Mr. Jackson. Just a moment, Mr. Counsel. Would you explain? 
You say you have been; you do not know whether you are any longer. 
What is the situation ? 

Mr. Nowak. I do not know how to put it, because 24 hours ago I 
was sure I had it, but now, if there is an appropriate time for it, I will 
probably try to explain. In other words, I have caused quite a bit 
of publicity to the YMCA, and therefore, while I have not been offi- 
cially laid off, I was made to understand that = situation is very 
unpleasant, and it is up to me to make a decision, but the final decision 
still rests in the hands of the metropolitan secretary, who can fire if 
he wants to. 

Mr. Watrer. Up to you to make a decision; is that what you said? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

(Representative Bernard W. Kearney left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 
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r. Waurer. Was the innuendo that if you did not refuse to testify, 
you were going to lose your job? P 
Mr. Nowak. It was not put that way. 
Mr. Waurer. Nobody had better ever do that to a witness in this 
committee, or they will find themselves in more trouble than they can 


agin l ) ‘ ( eT ; 
Mr. Nowak. Mr. Coners n, if you do not mind if I say this one 
th he, ple: se. lL am not 1m} ly ng that the \ made any innuendoes, but 


they figured I got them to unfavorable publicity and therefore, 
well, they did not want to have any more unfavorable publicity. I 
in see their argument pretty clearly, but that is the situation, sir. 


Mi W: rer. No attempt was made to influence you not to testify ? 
Mr. Nowak. Oh. no: I would not say that 
Mr. Watrer. All rig 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think it is only fair to the vitness that everyone 
reserve their opi ion about you ul til they have nea your testimony. 

Mr. Nowak. Well, it is bad publicity anyway. 

Mr. : AVENNER. Isn’t that fair? 

Mi wak. That is what I would feel. 

Mr. r. ickson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Reverend Nowak, you appe ired asa witness before 
an executive st ssion of e committee o the § day of December 


Mr. Nowak. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TAVENNER. At which time, in answer to a question as to whether 
vou had ever been a1 er of the Communist Party, you replied 
that you had not, 

Mr. Nowak. That is right 


Mr. Tavennenr. Is it true that at a subsequent time you voluntarily 
advised al investigator of this committee that your denial of Com- 
munist Party memb« ip v not truthful ? 

Mr. Nowak. That j eke 

Mr. Tavenner. And that your conscience compelled you to correct 


vour testimony ? 


Mr. Nowak. That is true, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any promist : ade, either directly or indirectly, 
by the investigator, any member of the staff of the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, or any member of the committee—that is, directly 


ndirectly, either in the nature of affording immunity or offering 
inv reward or pro of v character in the event you would cor 
rect y r testimony ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. None whatsoever, sir. 

Ir. TAVENNER. I v Id like to give you the opportunity, if you 
d e to take advantage of it. to make any statement you desire re- 
garding the reasons for your desire to change your testimony in that 
a j 


Mr. Nowak. Well. of course the main reason was probably this, 
that after I have given false testimonv on 22d of December. I knew 
that it was not true. and I felt bad and was afraid. but the second 
more important thing is this, Mr. Tavenner: For 8 years T have been 
trying to dodge the fact t I did ep pled ph rvs and I thought 
I buried the whole men a + of it, and I knew I had been one, and that 


] 


blamed thing just haunted me all the time. That probably may ex- 
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plain even some of my actions in the last 8 years because, though I was 
pretty sure nobody knew, at the same time I knew that I was one, 
and finally it got to the point where I could not live it myself. I had 
to tell or else be a fool or a crazy nut or something like that, so I did 


] 


tell, and it relieved me quite a bit. 


Sir. 
Now, would that sound intelligible ? 
Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, sir: I think that is easy to understand 


(Re pre eo | tative Clyde Doyle 1 turned to the heari Y room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. TAveNNER. It is easy to understand that you would want to 
correct a misstatement. You say you have been a member of the Com 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Where and when did you become a member? 

Mr. Nowax. Well, I became a member in Chicago in 1946 in the 
month of May, and I sneaked out of it, let us put it that way, some 
time early in the fall. 

Mr. TavenNER. Of the same year? 

Mr. Nowak. Of the same year. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Have you had any connection with the Communist 
Party since that time? 

Mr. Nowak. As a party organization; no. I have seen the indi 
viduals because I was involved in the union organizing, and I have 


seen some of these people. 
Mr. TAvenner. But you have taken no part in any Communist 


Party activity since the fall of the same year in which you joined the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Nowak. No, sir. 

Mr. TAVENNER. I will ask you a little later about the circumstances 
under which you left the Communist Party. 

Mr. Nowak. All right, sir. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party while 
you were on your assignment in Baltimore? 

Mr. Nowak. No, sir; I was not. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Although you were not a member of the Commu- 
nist Party while you were in Baltimore, did you collaborate with 
functionaries of the Communist Party while you were there 

Mr. Nowak. I worked together 

Mr. Tavenner. And worked with the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Nowak. I worked together with them; yes. 

Mr. Watter. Knowingly ? 

Mr. Nowak. As an official of the American League [| Against War 
and Ia ‘ism |; yes, and al o kne winely I knew { it they were offi- 
clals in the party. 

Mr. TavenNErR. Did you continue in that relationship with officials 
of the Communist Party during the entire period after your gradua- 
tion from the Union Theological Seminary until you left Baltimore 
in 1942? 

Mr. Nowak. I would say I was actively—I worked with them as 
long as American League Against War and Fascism existed. When 
the whole thing disintegrated, well, there was nothing else to be done 
for the American League, and there was no collaboration. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you work with the Communist Party in any 
way prior to your coming to Baltimore in 1935 ? : 
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Mr. Nowak. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Before coming to Baltimore in 1935 had you come 
to any conclusion in your own mind as to what you would do if you 
had the opportunity to work with the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Nowak. Do you mind if I say it ina few more words, probably, 
than you expect ¢ I believed at that time in the theory of the united 
front. I believed in the so-called anti-Fascist program of the Ameri- 
can League Against War and Fascism, which included open collabo- 
ration with the Communist Party as one of the constituent groups of 
the united front. I believed in it, and therefore I worked with any 
group which would be willing to work with the American League. 
Does that answer what you want from the question ¢ 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were you familiar with Marxian principles and 
the doctrines of the Communist Party before you arrived in Balti- 
more ¢ 

Mr. Now \K. Well, in theory, yes, because there were books available, 
and we did study, for example, in the Seminary a course which was 
Christian ethics something or other, in which we studied various 
branches and kinds of socialism, and we devoted quite a bit of time 
to the theory of orthodox Marxism, Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin. 

Mr. Watrrer. And where was that? 

Mr. Nowak. At the Union Theological Seminary. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please—— 

Mr. Scuerer. May I interrupt just a moment, Mr. Chairman / 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scnerer. Was Harry Ward one of your professors ? 

Mr. Nowak. Sure 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you tell the committee what your attitude 
was and your viewpoint was toward working with the Communist 
Party after having acquired a knowledge of Communist Party doc- 
trine as you have described ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Let us see what you mean by this question. Do you 
mind of repeating it or putting it around so— 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. I want to know whether or not before you 
came to Baltimore you had any preconceived ideas on your own part 
as to what you should do about working with the Communist Party 

1 any of its projects. 

Mr. JAC KSON, Mr. Counse I. I think I vet the idea. May I rephrase 
your question for you? 

Mr. TavenNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. How does it happen, Reverend Nowak, that a man 
who had just oraduated or who was about to oraduate and who had 
cated his life to the service of God, gets linked up with an organi- 
Zat ion know ingly W hich Ww: working toward the complete dest ruction 
of Christian ethies ? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, Mr. Jackson, it is not as easy as that, and it 
surely was not as easy as that in 1935. There were two lines, two 
reasons for my working together, and that is, if I chanced to work 
with the Communist Party, if I chanced to meet them in my plans 
in the first place, there was the danger of fascism, and we were going 
to fight fascism, and also do something about the unemployment situ- 
ation in America, possibly, seeing all the unemployment, things like 
that, where Christian ethics does not agree with the so-called ethic of 
the society that we were living in. 


ded 
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Therefore, there were points which I believed in common between 
the ethics of communism and the ethics of Christianity. That is 
point No. 1 

Point No. 2, we were coming to this conclusion—I can speak for 
myself, but 1 know we disc ussed it among the students—that the 
great world depression was going to wind up eventually in the struggle 
of classes in which the working class or the masses, as we belie ved, 
would array itself against the upper classes, the bourgeoisie, and there 
would be what you may call a revolution. We believed that this 
movement which we called communism was going to lead and head 
up the masses and that the church is not going to be able to hold 
them back because the church in the period of unemployment, in the 
period of stress, is not taking the part of the common people. There- 
fore it is up to those individuals who believed in the Christian ethics 
of the New Testament to go out on their own and identify themselves 
with the masses so that if and when such things should happen, when 
the church would be disowned by the masses, there would be those 
Christian individuals who were part of the masses who could then 
show that they as Christians did not abandon those masses, but stayed 
with them and helped to bring the new order. 

Mr. Jackson. You were going to use the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, yes. 

Mr. Jackson. That is not an uncommon mistake. A lot of other 
people have made the same one. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. If I understand you correctly, you were expecting 
that capitalism and our form of government would perish and that 
communism would survive; is that what you——. 

Mr. Nowak. Well, I would not equally say capitalist system and 
our form of government, because forms of government can survive 
while their contents may be different, and after all, we were not such 
a wonderful theoretician that we provided for every possibility in 
the future, but we were firmly believing that there was going to be 
a change, and in that change we sympathized with the masses and 
demands of the workers for the organized labor and things like that 
that would stand with them and by them, firmly believing that we 
were doing Christian duty and at the same time saving ultimately 
what would be called church from tremendous defeat to come. Well, 
let us put it that way. 

Mr. Tavenner. How could you expect the church to resist tre- 
mendous defeat if the Communist Party, with its beliefs regarding the 
church, was the dominant power ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Well, hindsight is better than foresight, you see. We 
believed that the changes were coming and, according to the Christian 
ethic, those changes were justified, and therefore that there would be 
somebody to witness for religion over in the camp of the masses, 
let us put it that way. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that from a Harry Ward talk? 

Mr. Nowak. That is not the exact words, but I know that most of 
these ideas would come out of the courses and discussions among the 
students, that there has to be some kind of definite action on the part 
of these groups of masses. You see, it was not as clear to me as 
right here at the table, but we believed in that thing, and we got it 
from our school classes. 
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Mr. Jackson. How generally accepted was that thesis at Union 
Theological Seminary during the period of time you were a student ? 

Mr. Nowak. I think just a small group believed in it. 

Mr. Jackson. A minority, a small minority of the entire student 
body ? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes: small minority would have reached that point. 

Mr. TAvenner. Well, was it those beliefs and those views that you 
have just expressed which led you into cooperation with the Commu- 
nist Party when the opportunity afforded itself in Baltimore? 

Mr. Nowak. I would say so. 

Mr. TAveNnneR. When did you begin your work in Baltimore ? 

Mr. Nowak. I began it the second week of September 1934. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time you were still enrolled 
in the Union Theological Seminary ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where you received your degree in May of 1935? 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. So you devoted full time to Baltimore some time 
after — 1935 2 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you meet a person by the name of Mr. Earl 
Reno in Baltimore? 

Mr. Nowak. a 

Mr. TAVENNI Did he use that name at that time? 

Mr. Nowak. No. He was Earl Dixon. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did Earl Dixon hold in the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mr. Nowak. He was the party organizer for Baltimore. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he an open party member? That is, was it 
known publicly that he was the organizer for the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any effort made by the Communist Party or 
by Mr. Dixon to conceal from anyone the fact that he was a Commu- 
nist Party organizer ? 

Mr. Nowak. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. inane Are you acquainted with Reverend Hutchison ? 

Mr. Nowak. I imagine. We went through the seminary. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Rev. John A. Hutchison. . 

Mr. Nowak. Yes; we were through the seminary together. 

Mr. TAvenner. He came to the city of Baltimore from the same 
class? 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. As your class? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. At Union Theological Seminary ? 

Mr. Nowak. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TavenNer. Will you tell the committee, please, whether you 
and Reverend Hutchison in August of 1935 went to the Communist 
Party headquarters in Baltimore and talked to Mr. Earl Dixon. 

Mr. Nowak. It was around the end of August that we were in the 
Communist Party headquarters. 

Mr. TavenNER. To whom do you refer when you say “we”? 


Mr. Nowak. Jack and I. or Rev. John A. Hutchison: 
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Mr. Tavenner. Where was the Communist Party headquarters at 
that time? 

Mr. Nowak. 209 South Bond Street, right below 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that the first time that you met Mr. Dixon? 

Mr. Nowak. That was the first or the second, because I know that 
we had a meeting on the corner of Orvin Street. That is one block 
east of Broadway and Baltimore Street—about that week when Jack 
was speaking and I was speaking, and Mary Himoff was speaking, so 
it might have been that I did meet Ear] first on the street, but 1 know 
that I did go to the office. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the time that you are referring to when you 
met Earl on the street was about the same week when you had—— 

Mr. Nowak. It might have been a couple of days previous or a 
couple of days subsequent to that meeting in the party headquarters. 

Mr. Tavenner. In any event, not more than a week’s difference 
either before or after you met him ? 

Mr. Nowak. That is about it, yes. 

Mr. TAvENNER. In the Communist Party hendquarters ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. That is about it. 

Mr. Tavennerk. Do you recall seeing any other person or persons in 
the Communist Party headquarters when you and Reverend Hutchi 
son went there and talked to Mr. Dixon in August of 1935? 

Mr. Nowak. I can remember two people, Mary Himoff, Earl 
Dixon's wife, and Leonard Patterson. 

Mr. TaAvENNER. Both of them were there? 

Mr. Nowak. They were on the premises. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, just what the 
nature of your conversation was with Mr. Dixon at that time? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, we were probably full of enthusiasm about the 
activities of the Ethiopian League, because let me just put in one bit 
of information which will kind of round it out: As far as I can recol- 
lect, the first person who told me about the Ethiopian | Defense] 
Committee was a fellow by the name of Walter Potrzucki. He was a 
Polish tailor. His wife happened to attend the church where I was 
the minister. 

Mr. TavenneER. Will you spell the last name, please ? 

Mr. Nowak. P-o-t-r-z-u-c-k-i. 

Mr. TaveENNeER. Did you learn whether or not he was a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, he was like the village fool. Everybody in the 
Polish colony knew he was a Communist. I have no documentary 
evidence, but everybody called him that, and then he came to me full 
of enthusiasm and asked me to go to a meeting of the Ethiopian 
| Defense] Committee, and that was an evening in the middle of the 
week, and I went with him to a meeting on East Baltimore Street in 
one of those lodge halls about 1100 East Baltimore. There were about 
a dozen people there. Then that same night—I would not know 
exactly whether that same night or following night I was already 
speaking on the street corners, I was so glad to get in on the band- 
wagon, and within 1 week I met the American League [ Against War 
and Fascism]| people, I met the party people, Ethiopian League 
people, all within the space of 1 short week which was about nea 
the end of August of 1935. 
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Mr. TavenNer. When you went into the office of the headquarters of 
the Communist Party and met Mr. Dixon, did you tell him where you 
had come from, where you had had your tr: Lining ? 

Mr. Nowak. Iam sure I would have told him that, because we were 
kind of proud that we came from Union Theological | Seminary |, and 
we were Harry Ward’s boys. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether you told him that you were 
H: arry Ward's boys ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Well, if I did not tell him that first meeting, I must 
have toid him the secon a meeting, but I know that I did tell him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why did you tell him you were Harry Ward’s boy ? 

Mr. Nowak. Because Harry Ward’s boys were so active in the 
American League [Against War and Fascism] and in the work 
against fascism and against Italy, that they were proud of it and 
bragged about it. It was almost like an “open sesame,” let: us say, 
to the activities of the Ethiopian [Defense] Committee, an explana- 
tion why we were there. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you talk to Mr. Dixon about, you and 
Reverend Hutchison, if you can recall at this time? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, I cannot recall the actual contents of those words. 
It has been years ago, so now at this present moment I can only say 
that we must have talked about the campaign going on and where we 
can fit in. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were anxious to be of any assistance that you 
could ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I was anxious, and I am sure that Jack must have been 
also, interested and anxious. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether or not you met Leonard Pat- 
terson at that time in the headquarters? 

Mr. Nowak. I met him around that time, and I know that pretty 
soon I worked with him on the Ethiopian | Defense | Committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall who told you to work with him on the 
Ethiopian Defense Committee ? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, it might have been Dixon, because we met all 
within those few days, and I knew he was YCL representative, there- 
fore he must have been introduced to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. After you met Leonard Patterson or saw Leonard 
Patterson when you and Reverend Hutchison were at the Communist 
Party headquarters, when did you next see him? That is, Leonard 
Patterson. 

Mr. Nowak. It is hard to tell, probably within that week because 

had meetings, street-corner meetings, and all the campaign was 
going very fast, and I know that within 2 weeks at the most I must 
have been active at least 4 or 5 nights at various street-corner meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, when you saw Mr. Leonard Patterson the next 
day or the next week, whenever it was, were you and Reverend Hutch- 
ison together, or were you se parate ? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, all I remember, that both myself and Reverend 
Hutchison were in the party headquarters several times. I was there 
myself many more times because I lived close by, and I got to like Earl 
Dixon quite a bit as an individual, but I cannot put regular chronolog- 
ical order, that would be too far back for me to remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you and Reverend Hutchison talk with Leonard 
Patterson about the work of the Ethiopian Defense Committee ¢ 
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Mr. Nowak. Yes. 

Mr. TaveNNer. Where did that conversation take place ‘ 

Mr. Nowak. There again, you see, their headquarters were in the 
colored neighborhood in the lower part of northwest Baltimore. 1 
know that we did meet over at the party headquarters, which is also 
in the center of a smaller Negro community in east Baltimore, so all 
I remember is that I was at both places. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was anything said by you or Reverend Hutchison 
or both of you to Leon: id Patterson regarding the training that you 
had had in Marxian and Communist doctrine ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I would not be ome that it would be the first or 
second time that we would be bragging that we know our Marxism. 
We were proud that we knew the books, we knew the theory, and like 
voungsters would, were cocky about it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he, that is, Leonard Patterson, attempt to 
explain Communist Party doctrine to you 4 

Mr. Nowak. That is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. And did you tell him you already knew ? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, in these words, we simply let him know we knew 
the stuff as far as theory was concerned, because we did know it. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you and Reverend Hutchison do in con- 
nection with the committee work, that is, of the Ethiopian Defense 
Committee / 

Mr. Nowak. Well, we did a lot of talking. We called the series— 
we worked out that strategy of series of neighborhood meetings. 

Mr. TavenNER. To whom do you refer when you say “we”? 

Mr. Nowak. The committee—in other words, the heart of the com- 
mittee consisted of Sam Swerdloff, the executive secretary of the 
league, Leonard Patterson, representing the Ethiopian League, and 
other people who were more or less coming in into the committee. 
Then the two of us were a welcome addition as speakers, and our 
plans were to call mass meetings in each neighborhood, the details 
were worked out by people who knew the neighborhood better than 
we did, where we put out platforms—of course, we had to get police 
permit for that—got the lighting setup and setup streets like you 
would set them up for carnivals, give out leaflets in the whole neigh- 
borhood, go around the neighborhood with a loudspeaker and an- 
nounce the mass meeting to defend Ethiopia, and then at a given time 
we would stop, get up on the platform and start a series of speeches, 
and we had an attendance of anywhere from 400 to 2,000 people in 
at least 6 or 8 meetings within a very short time of about 3 or 4 weeks. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you know that the direction of these demonstra- 
tions was in the hands of the Communist P arty ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I would say at that time that I knew that the Com- 
munist Party was very active and were very active participants in the 
whole campaign. 

Mr. Jackson. This grew out of your personal discussions with mem 
bers of the Communist Party, in some instances at least, relative to 
how the demonstrations were to be carried on # 

Mr. Nowak. Well, we relied on the people who knew more about it 
than we ourselves did. 

Mr. Jackson. Were those the Communists? 

Mr. Nowak. In most cases they were. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 
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Mr. Tavenner. How many speeches did you make in furthering the 
objectin of the Ethiopian Defense Committee / 
Mr. Now \K Gor i Li ni. | could *t count it For example, some 


nights we ide a sort of o flight from one corner to another. 
Then I would probably speak about 3 or 4 times that 1 night. 

Mr. Tavenner. To whom do you refer when you say “we”? 

M Nowak. The o yu) the Ethiopian | Defense] Com- 
mittee, which inch | Ame Leas Against War and Fascism | 
pe | Et! opla L Oo peop who wer managing the meetings 

(| Te ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Reverend Hutchison made 
any peeches in connection with the work of this committee ? 

Mi Now \K. He mace several. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you present when the speeches were made? 


Mr. Nowak. Sure, on the same plat form. 
Mr. Tavenner. You may have told us how often you and Reverend 
Hutchison discussed activities with Mr. Dixon. but I do not recall what 
Vou s wid 
Mia Now AK. | would say t 
nt there by myself much more often. 
Mr. Tavenner. Well, what was your purpose in going? 
Mr. Nowak. Partly to discuss what had been done, partly to talk 


hat we both went there several times. I 


Wwe 


{the d ivinthe new spapers with somebody who was 


( er The eve ( 
sympathetic, and partly because I liked Earl, and I kind of had fun 
chewing the rag with him, listening to what he had done in Detroit. 
nd all that sort of stuff. Frankly, I liked Earl very much. We be- 
came pals; it wasfunny. I liked Sam Swerdloff very much. It seemed 
like within a week or so we were buddy-buddies, and it was strong 
personal feeling that I liked these guys. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Sam Swerdloff was a member 
of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I would say I did, but don’t try to ask me when I 
learned about it. I do not believe he would have denied it if I had 
asked him. 

Mr. TAVENNER H ive you seen Sam Swi rdlofft here today Q 

Mr. Ni WAK. I did. He has} t changed a heck of a lot. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive directions or instructions from Sam 
Swerdloff at any time as to the function that you should perform in 
any of these organizations ? 

Mr. Nowaxk. Well, Mr. Tavenner, the chairman is usually some- 
thing like a rubber stamp, executive secretary is usually the active 
person. So I relied on Sam’s judgement quite often and followed what 
he suggested, but it was more like a cooperative enterprise than any 
one person dictating. but Sam handled the details as an executive 
director ot the league. 

Mr. TAVENNER. We have learned that the American League Against 
War and Facism, at the instance of the Communist Party, sponsored 

] 


a demonstration at the docking of the German battleship Emden. Do 


vou recall that ? 

Mr. Nowak. I recall some of it; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you take part in it? 

Mr. Nowak. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you discuss the matter with Mr. Dixon prior to 
your taking part in it? 
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Mr. Nowak. Well, I know that discussion was carried mostly 
through the executive secretary of the American League. 
Mr. TAVENNER. That is Mr. Swerdloft ¢ 
Mr. Nowak. That is right. I know that I was active in it. 1 know 
that. for example, I went, al ad l vot as a speak r Mr. Churgood Mar 
shall, who was at that time legal representative of the National Asso 
ciation for the Advancement of Colored Peopl \\ \ 1 was | icked 
out, probably because l have ky own him, and he Wo ild have said yes 
to me. He InlIght not have said yes to otnel He Wa the man 
speaker. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Just amoment. Are you doubtful whether he woul 
have accepted from the head of the Communist Party in Baltimore / 

M Now \K. | think he would have ic sense enough to say no. 

Mr. Tavenner. He did not know, in fact, of the Communist con 
nection with this demonstration, did he? 

Mr. Nowak. I cannot tell other peoples minds 

Mr. TAVENNER. But as far as you know, did he know ¢ 

Mr. Now AK. That iIsagamn hard to tell because American League was 
being criticized more and more later as being controlled by the Com 
munists, whether he felt that Way 1n 1936 ] could not tell vou. 

Mr. TavenneER. At any rate, you were active in that demonstration ? 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 

Mr. TAvenNeER. What part did you play in the actual demonstra 
tion ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. I was on the sound truck and opened the meeting with 

1? vocation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Reverend Hutchison—did Reverend Hutchison 
take anv part in the demonstration ? 

Mr. Nowak. I know he was on the platform. I cannot remember 
now whethel he made a speech Ol rathe y read a set of re olutions to 
he adopted by the meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who prepared the resolution ? 

Mr. Nowak. At a meeting of the committee where Sam Swerdloff 
and ot he rs were present, and we prepared them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there anything else that vou can recall about the 
presence of Reverend Hutchison at that demonstration ? 

Mr. Nowak. Well. I know this much, that Reverend Hutchison and 
I left the demonstration in the same car. Jack took me home and 
dropped me off at my home after the demonstration. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. You seem to express concern about the part that you 
plaved in that demonstration by giving the invocation. 

Mr. Nowak. Well, frankly I felt lke a fool, even when I agreed 
at the m¢ eting prior to the demonstration, at a meeting of the com- 
mittee, to take that part, because after all was said and done, I felt 
it was not appropriate to have a meeting of that kind started with 
a prayer, but I went along with the whole business. When I got 
through with it, I spoke to Earl and to others that I felt like a 
damned fool, and I know that I felt that way, that it was a foolish 
thing for me to do, not so much being active to it as rather sticking 
praver right into that kind of a meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there any arrests made at that demonstra- 
tion ? 

Mr. Nowak. To be frank with you, I heard now that there were 
arrests. I do not remember. I remember police closing in on some 
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kind of fracas on the outskirts of the crowd, and I remember the 
police closing in, but you see, I do not remember all those details. 
[ might even say now I remember, which would not be quite fair 
because I might have heard somebody say that. 

Mr. Tavenner. I only want what you, yourself, recall. 

Mr. Nowak. Yes, I understand. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not 
you discussed tactics with Mr. Dixon, that is, Communist Party tac- 
tics, how to carry out certain objectives, if you had such conversa- 
tions ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Weil, I discussed tactics as of a given date. I would 
not call it Communist Party tactics, but my relationship to both Ear] 

and Sam would have been like some ‘body who did not know the traits, 
so he bowed to the judgment, not only bowed, but sought the judgment 
of those who were better trained than he was. But I know that I al- 
ways thought Earl knew so much more than I, that of course if he had 
suggested something, unless it was something violently against my 
convictions, | would agree to go along. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall having any such discussion with Ear] 
Dixon in the presence of Swerdloff ? 

Mr. Nowak. There again I have never been in the party headquar- 
ters when Sam Swerdloff was present there. I have gone there on 
several occasions when Sam said, “Go over and see Earl.” Of course, 
either Earl or his wife, Mary Himoff, were so-called bona fide mem- 
bers of the American League, on the committee. Mary Himoff was 
really in charge of women’s work. 

“Go ahead and see Mary Himoff about it or see Earl about it.” 
QO. K., if I had time I would go in and see. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall any occasion when Mr. Dixon at- 
tended your church ? 

Mr. Nowak. I know Mr. Dixon and a whole gang of YCL’ers drop- 
ped into a New Year’s party, and actually they ‘did so with my knowl- 
edge. I knew they were coming from their party. Then our church 
was sort of a community center. When we had parties, dances, 
lectures, young people’s meetings—our church was used by certain 
groups like during the big maritime strike, various committees used 
it, and I know that Earl was to the New Year’s party. I remember 
that distinctly. I do not remember, though I cannot say that it was 
not true, any other time that Earl Dixon would be in my church. 

Mr. Jackson. But you do have a clear recollection of the New 
Year’s Eve party— 

Mr. Nowak. Oh, yes, the gang came about 2 o’clock in the morning 
and danced with our own gang until about 3:30. 

Mr. eee: That is the occasion to which he testified here today. 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. ! 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time engage in any work in which 
the Communist Party was interested in the steel mills or in the sea- 
men’s union / 

Mr. Nowak. Well, I was active as an active volunteer, you might 
say, around the National Maritime Union headquarters with Pat 
Whelan. Their headquarters were also within my parish territory, 
and I dropped in quite often. I was genuinely interested in the C 10 
organizing committee, and I was genuinely in contact with the CIO 
organizers, and in those early days before you had well molded, you 
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may say, bureaucracy of the unions, most of the actual volunteer work 
was done either by the Communists or Communist sympathizers. 
Only later, after the unions began to grow stronger, did you have 
staffs and everything else that you have now. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you aware of the Communist Party interest 
and activity under Pat Whelan and the maritime strike? 

Mr. Nowak. I do not think you could escape it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you assist in any way 1n the strike, on the picket 
line or otherwise ? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, there were not any big strikes of NMU except 
the first one where I did not take part in it while I was with Pat 
Whelan, so I was in no picket lines of the National Maritime Union. 
I was active in various unofficial committees organized to get people 
into the unions, and, of course, gave names, say, of specially Polish 
people, members of fraternal organizations who formed unofficial 
committees to organize the steelworkers. Their headquarters were 
downtown. There you saw all kinds of people, and, of course, every 
organizer would have known that Communists were active in organ- 
izing the unions. Every union organizer knew it. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have told the committee that you became a 
member of the Communist Party in 1946, May, I think, of 1946. 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 

Mr. TavenNer. Will you tell the committee why it is you were not 
a member of the Communist Party in Baltimore, though you later 
became a member in Chicago 4 

Mr. Nowak. In Baltimore I do not think I felt any need or desire 
to be a member. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Why ? 

Mr. Nowak. I was a united-front man, and I believe in collabora- 
tion of the Communists with the other left-wing groups, and when 
later this was impossible, I dropped the whole business and turned to 
studying and other things. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, as a matter of fact, your work in Baltimore 
was so close to the Communist Party that it was virtually the same 
as though you were a member, was it not, other than the payment 
of dues ¢ a 

Mr. Nowak. I would not say that. From the 1954 angle it may 
look that way, from the 1954 angle, but in 1935-386 you still had 
people believing in the united front, and I was doing the united 
front work. Let us put it that way. At the same time I had that 
belief that I mentioned in the beginning, if you identify yourself 
with the masses. which meant CIO organizations, labor unions, New 
Deal, then you would become one of that group. 

Mr. Jackson. Reverend Nowak, in doing the work within the 
united front as a non-Communist with knowledge of the Commu- 
nist influences in the united front, the practical effect was that you 
were doing the same type of work as those who were actually mem- 
bers of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Nowak. In a great many cases, I agree with you that I would. 

Mr. Jackson. And that your value to the Communist Party was 
enhanced in many instances by virtue of the fact that you did not 
carry a Communist Party card ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 
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Mr. ‘| AVENNER. What l¢ ad yo 1 to become A dues-paying member of 
the e: om munist Party In 1946 ¢ 


Mr. Nowax. Well I was at that time active in the United Office 
ind Professional Workers Union. We were organizing social work 
ers 1n 4 hicago. We ti ed very hard to organize ‘workers in especially 

eroup work field which is a special branch of social work, and 

ides almost all adult education workers and workers in various 
settiements. The union was left-wing dominated. I got involved 
union politics. I did not like the rise of the right-wing CIO activi- 
ties. Uptothat time there was a sort of truce between the two wings, 
and under persuasion, against my better judgment, I agreed to join 
the party. ‘J joined and bel ved to the branch of the United Off ‘e 
ind Professional Workers. which was mos stly composed of the small 


group of race es of the union which met on Michigan Avenue 
near Walton in Chicago. As I rq attending the meetings, most 
of the meetings were devoted to the denunciation of Browder and 
Browderism. Well, the other part of the discussion was devoted to 
the so-called male chauvinism. 


+ 


The majority of the members were women, and they were mostly 
wasting their time talking that we still have male chauvinism in the 
country, even within the party—in other words, the men are the 
bosses. and the women are nothing but the executors of the wills of 
the men. Then I began to wonder whether really the unions were 
going to win anything from the leftwing movement as it was then, 
so I dropped out without g tting to any arguments or fights, simply 
stopped paying dues, and I wanted to forget my activity there. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many meetings do you think you attended 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nowak. Let me see. I was a member there about 4 months, a 
meeting was every other week. At first I attended fairly religiously, 
[ would say about 5 to 7 meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then when you dropped out of the Communist 
Party at that time, you have remained out of it? 

Mr. Nowak. I have remained out of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You had hoped to forget it? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, I hoped to, but I evidently didn’t forget it, so 
I had to get rid of it right now by telling you about it. You see, Mr. 
Chairman, here is a thing I might add: It is easier to get into a thing 
than to get out of it, and even when I was in that party I had ac- 
quired a certain reputation among the union people and the Polish 
element that I was sort of an unofficial, well, what would you say, 
leftwinger, but nobody, at least I thought no pe knew that I was a 
party member because none a the people of Polish extraction ex- 
ept one person belonged to this ee d Office and Professional er 
Workers Union that we were in, so, therefore, as long as I stayed i 
Chicago, the people still looked up to me as one of the represent oration 
“That’s Mr. Now ak,” and incidentally, I might as well repeat one 
thing out of turn here, but you don’t mind if I say it, because I told 
t oe committe e, and I might as well repest it. 

You know, as I told you, I was an organizer for the International 
Workers’ Order in Chicago. I was a bum organizer. I was too re- 
ligious for everything else. But still people in Chicago knew about 
it, and, brother, trying to forget, I went to West Virginia trying to 
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forget it, went to Detroit and tried to forget it, and it caught up with 
me. ‘That is about all I can tell you. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the testimony of Reverend 
Hutchison, reference was made by him to the receipt of a letter from 
you, which I believe was put in the record. 

Mr. Nowak. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was after you had testified before this com 
mittee in December of 1953, was it not ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee about that? I think 
since the matter has been mentioned, we should have a full explana- 
tion of it. 

Mr. Nowak. You see, my hearing was held the 22d of December. 
I think it was about the middle or around the 11th or 15th of January 
that I received a letter from Reverend Hutchison—I call him Jack 
because I remember him so well. In that letter he expressed a cer- 
tain amount of concern, because he said he was going to be called to 
the hearings. He suggested we might get together and talk the 
things over before the hearing and wanted an answer. It was a nice 
friendly letter, but I was scared, and I wanted to forget about the 
whole thing. I did not answer. Later, about the 24th, 25th, or 26th 
of February, toward the end of February, I got a phone call from 
Reverend Hutchison, long distance call to my place of work at the 
YMCA, asking me certain questions, specifically the question raised 
by the testimony of Earl Reno, that we two came down to the party 
headquarters. 

I told Reverend Hutchison on the phone I could not answer such 
things on the phone, so he said he would write a letter, and he wrote 
me a letter which I received, I think, around the Ist day of March, 
maybe, or—no, about the 26th of March possibly. I mean about the 
28th of February. In this letter he asked me to write him something 
refuting that charge by Earl Dixon. I was worried. I was in deep 
enough as it was, and then I did something which wasn’t very smart. 
I went to Dr. Neigh with the letter, and I want you gentlemen to know 
that Dr. Neigh did not know about my background in Chicago. He 
still thought it was an escapade of years ago and didn’t worry about 
it very much. 

Mr. Water. Who is Dr. Neigh. 

Mr. Nowak. Dr. Neigh is a member of the executive of the Michi- 
gan Synod of the Presbyterian Church. I showed him the letter, and 
he looked it over, probably he didn’t even read it. He said, “Joe, 1 
wouldn’t be worried. Write him the letter.” 

So I said O. K., 1 would write Jack a letter, but that 1 would send 
him a copy. I went home and stayed for about a weekend without 
writing that letter. I still didn’t like it. Mostly I was afraid, let 
us not put it on my conscience in honesty. I was afraid. Finally 
I said, “I will write it.” I wrote the letter to Reverend Hutchison and 
sent 1 copy to Dr. Neigh and kept 1 copy myself. 

Mr. Jackson. Let me interrupt at that point. Of what were you 
afraid? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, here is the point: I knew perfectly well that I 
lied to you in September—in December. I still followed the old 
police: y of forgetting about 1946 and any reference to my experience 
in Chicago I tried to forget it by almost digging my head in sand 
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like an ostrich, and here come up those questions which require me 
to face the facts. 

Mr. Jackson. In other words, you were afraid that anything you 
might put in a letter which would satisfy the request would in fact 
not be the truth ? 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 

Mr. Warrer. Did Dr. Hutchison indicate that he wanted you to 
tell something that wasn’t true / 

Mr. Nowak. He wouldn’t put that in a letter. 

Mr. Waurer. Over the telephone did he indicate that / 

Mr. Nowak. He wouldn’t put that in the telephone either, but the 
very fact of deni il that we ever met Earl Reno in the party office 
was untrue. 

Mr. Doy ir. May I ask, Mr. Chairman, where the letter is? 

Mr. Jackson. The letters have been incorporated into the record. 

Mr. Doytr. I see. I was going to suggest that as the best thing by 
itself 

Mr. Jackson. They were incorporated into the executive testimony. 

Mr. Doyter. I see. | 

Ir. Jackson. Of Reverend Nowak. 

Mr. Nowak. Did I make that Story clear ? So therefore I knew 
that when I wrote the letter the way I did write i1t—I can't blame 
anybody for writing the letter. After all, each one should be re- 
sponsible for his own acts. I did he indirectly or directly, which- 
ever way you want to say it, because | supported the contention that 


there was no such meeting. 

Mr. Jackson. Where as a matter of fact you knew perfectly well 
that there had been such a meeting. 

Mr. Nowak. I knew there had been a meeting. I did not remember 


all the details, but the fact is, I knew that we had a meeting or more 


than one meeting. We were friendly, we met, and we talked and did 
things. It is no use to deny it. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Taverner. Do you know whether Reverend Hutchison had 
written a letter to Dr. Neigh before or about the same time he wrote 
vou! 

Mr. Nowak. That I wouldn’t know, sir. That I would not know. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think that is all, Reverend Nowak, that I desire to 
ask VOU. 

Mr. Nowak. I thank you. 

Mr. Jackson. Have you completed your examination, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer. Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Water. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytr. In asking you this question, Mr. Nowak, I wish to state 
I haven't had the benefit of reading your testimony, so I don’t know 
what is in it, but as I understand it from Mr. Walter, and you testified 
today, that you were not a member of the Communist Party until you 
reached Chicago, subsequent to your residence in Baltimore, is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Well, I don’t know what the understanding would have 
been. 
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Mr. Dorie. Well, was that your testimony, that you were not a 
member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Nowak. That is right; that is right. 

Mr. Doyte. Until a few years later in Chicago. 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 

Mr. Doyte. Now, at Baltimore have you personal knowledge of 
whether or not Reverend Hutchison was a member of the Com- 
munist Party while he was in Baltimore / 

Mr. Nowak. I could not tell, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, at Baltimore did you and he ever sit together, in 
your personal knowledge, where it was a closed Communist cell 
meeting ? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, we—I did attend one meeting which was a meet- 
ing of the Communist fraction. By “fraction” they mean a group in 
volved in a given project. That was a meeting held in a studio 
1936, in a studio of Sam Swerdloff, who had with his wife a nice studio. 
Sam Swerdloff was an artist. I hope he still is an artist. That room 
was an old room over an old barn in the back of some old residences on 
Franklin Street. It was a room about forty-some feet long and about 
thirty-some feet wide. In Baltimore that is a big room. Maybe 
elsewhere it wouldn’t be. Then we had a bunch of people, maybe 
about 15 or 20 people. When I came in—now I came in myself, how 
I stumbled on it, I must have been invited because otherwise we don’t 
come to those meetings. 

Pat Whelan was haranguing the whole gang that they weren’t 
living up to their Communist requireme nts and everything else, and 
he was whipping up the spirit of the group. That was the onh 
meeting to my knowledge that I attended of any closed Communist 
group by itself, 

Mr. Dorie. And was Reverend Hutchison there with you? 

Mr. Nowak. He was in the room, and there was Sam Swerdloff and 
his wife, and there were a number of people from the American 
League | Against War and Fascism}. 

Mr. Doyte. What was the subject of the discussion, if any, other 
than you have just said that—— 

Mr. Nowak. Well, it was a pep talk, and then we listened to some 
Russian music, drank a little bit, ate a little bit, and that was about 
all. 

Mr. Doyte. Is this the same Sam of whom you, a few minutes ago, 
said, when counsel asked you whether or not he was a Communist, 
you said, “I don’t know where I heard it?” 

Mr. Nowak. That is the same one, that is right. 

Mr. Dorie. I wrote down here the exact answer. Then in that 
testimony a few minutes ago your answer was based on hearsay, wasn’t 
it? You had no personal knowledge of whether or not Sam was then 
a Communist member, or did I understand your testimony ? 

Mr. Nowak. Well, you know many things when you deal with peo 
ple, and yet when you are put in the corner to state exactly time and 
date after many years, you couldn’t do it. 

Mr. Doyte. Well, of course—— 

Mr. Nowak. That is why I say—— 

Mr. Doytr. Of course for me, I don’t want evidence based on 
hearsay. 

Mr. Nowak. There you are. 
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Mr. Dox LE. | want fac ts, and I noticed your answer, which was, oa 
don’t know where I heard it.” 

Mr. Nowak. That is right. 

Mr. Watrer. About what? 

Mr. Dorie. About whether Sam was a Communist. 

Mr. Watrrer. Who is Sam? 

Mr. Dorie. I don’t know. Was it the same Sam you now testify 
to¢ 

Mr. Nowak. Sam Swerdloff; yes. 

Mr. Jackson. | non’ think there has been any question heretofore. 


I think at the conclus f Reverend Hutchison’s testimony the Chair 
went to great eal d Co say that there had been no allegation made at 


any time during the course of this investigation of his testimony that 
he was at any time a member of the Communist Party. 

\s I say, the Chair went to great lengths to put that on record, 

(dit Was So reported in the press. 

Mr. Dorie. Of course the purport of my question, not having heard 
your original testimony nor read your executive testimony, is to get 
the facts, whatever they are, not based on hearsay. Therefore I asked 
that question, not knowing in advance, of course, what your answer 
might be, but whatever the facts are. 

I think that is all from this witness. 

Mr. Jackson. Reverend Nowak, during the course of Reverenu 
Hutchison’s testimony he testified that he had never met Earl Reno 
or Earl Dixon. Out of your personal knowledge of the circumstances 
surrounding the instances you have related, is that a true statement 
or not é 

Mr. Nowak. No, sir. 

Mr. JAckson. Reverend Hutchison also testified that he had never 
been in Communist Party headquarters in Baltimore. Was that a 
{rue statement or not out of your own personal knowledge ? 

Mr. Nowak. No, Sil 

Mr. J AcKSON. Reverend Hutchison testified during the course of his 
exam tation that he had never participated in the demonstration 
wa » battle cruiser Emden: out of your own pe rsonal knowledge 
was that a true statement? 

Mr. Nowak. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Reverend Hutchison testified during the course of 
his examination that he had never met Leonard Patterson, the organ- 
izer for the Young Communist League. Out of your own personal 
knowledge was that a true statement ? 

Mr. Nowak. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Any further questions? 

Mr. WattTrr No questions 

Mr. Scuerer. No. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have any further questions? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir 

Mr. Jackson. Reverend Nowak, I want to express to you the thanks 
cf the committee for the cooperation you have given it during the 
course of this investigation. I know th: it your orde al has been some- 
what compounded by the fact of the statements which were made 
riginally in executive ceatamNeny and which later developed to be 
false. I, for one, want to express the hope that the extent of your 
cooperation will be taken into consideration by the YMCA, the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, when they consider what action might 
be cane with nen to your nee employment. 
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It has been a very diflicult ordeal for everyone concerned in this 
luvestigation, including the members of the committee. It has not 
been an easy task. Certainly if there is Christian charity, I am sure 
that it will be exercised by the YMCA in consideration of the services 
you have rendered the committee, the Congress of the United States, 
and the American people in giving your personal knowledge of the 
attempts to penetrate into groups and organizations in Baltimore by 
the Communist Party. 

If there are no further questions from committee or counsel, the 
witness is excused with the thanks of the committee. 

Do you have another witness / 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you call him, please ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Sam Swerdloff. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, sir? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Swerpworr. I do, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF SAM SWERDLOFF, ACCOMPANIED BY GERHARD 
VAN ARKEL, HIS COUNSEL 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir ? 

Mr. Swerpiorr. Sam Swerdloff. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name? 

Mr. Swerpvorr. S-w-e-r-d-l-o-f-f. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ¢ 

Mr. Swerpvorr. Yes, sir, I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Van Arket. My name is Gerhard, G-e-r-h-a-r-d, Van, V-a-n, 
Arkel, A-r-k-e-]. I am admitted to practice in the District of Colum- 
bia. I would like to request, Mr. Counsel, that the record show that 
Mr. Swerdlcff is here pursuant to a subpena served on him on Febru- 
ary 7 by this committee. 

Mr. Jackson. It will be so indicated. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Swerdloff ? 

Mr. Swerpvorr. I was born in Edgerton, Wis., on September 1, 
L909, 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation / 

Mr. Swerpuorr. I conduct a public-relations agency in the city of 
New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Swerpiorr. Yes,sir. I graduated from high school in Madison 
Wis., and graduated also from the Colt School of Art in Madison, 
Wis., and completed 334 of attendance at the University of Wisconsin, 
also at Madison. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what year did you complete that work ¢ 

Mr. Swerpvuorr. About June of 1931. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly what 
your record of employment has been since June 1931? 

Mr. Swerprorr. Well, I have, up to 1940—my primary employment 
or my primary activity was that of a fine artist. I was a painter. 
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However, there were other part-time jobs that I did from time to 
time because in those years it was extremely diflicult to earn a living 
from the practice of my art—I mean from 1931 to 1940. I thought I 
nade that clear. From 1940 on I engaged in the field of public rela- 
tions, being employed as a staff person for several years and then 
founding my own agency, about 1942, except for 2 vears which I served 
n the United States Army. ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived at any period of your life in Balti- 
more ¢ , 

Mr. Swerptovr. Yes, sir. I came to Baltimore in September of 
1931. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain there? 

Mr. Swerptorr. I remained there until some time in the fall of 
1946. It would be either October—1936, rather, October or Sep- 
ten he ! 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Mr. Earl C. Reno, other- 


wise known as Earl Dixon, while you were in Baltimore ? 
Mr. Swerprorr. I will have to refuse to answer that question, sir; or 
any similar questions on the basis that the answer might tend to in- 


criminate me. I would like to state, however, that I would waive my 
pr ivilege if the committee were in any position to restrict the questions 
they ask me to matters involving my own activity purely and would 
not direct. me to answer questions regarding the activities of other 
pe ople w ho I believe to be decent and law abiding citizens, and who 
vould be subject to possible harrassment or difficulty if their names 
were brought into these proceedings. 

Mr. Wavrer. In other words, do I understand you to be making this 
proposition to the committee, that you will admit that you were a Com 
munist vourself if the committee will agree not to ask you about other 
people that might have been associated with vou in the Communist 
activities ? 

Mr. Swerpiorr. I will have to decline to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Waurer. You don’t have to. 

Mr. Jackson. You do so decline? You are under no compulsion; 
vou don’t have to. 

Mr. Swerpiorr. Would you repeat the question. sir? 

Mr. Van Arken. Mr. Congressman, I wonder if I could state what 
I believe to be Mr. Swerdloff’s position. 

Mr. Jackson. No, I believe we all understand Mr. Swerdloff’s posi- 
tion. The committee of course is in no position to—— 

Mr. Swerpiorr. I didn’t get a chance to state—at the end of this I 
was interrupted, if I may: I say that I reluctantly revoke my privileges 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Waurer. I am sure you do it reluctantly; I am sure of that. 

Mr. Swerpvorr. I didn’t understand your question, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well: you decline to answer the question that has 
been asked on the grounds of the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Swerpuorr. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TavENNER. Were you assigned by Mr. Earl Dixon as the Com- 
munist Party representative to function in the organization known as 
the American League Against War and Fascism ? 

Mr. Swerpiorr. Could I consult my counsel for a moment, please? 
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Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

(At this point Mr. Swerdloff conferred with Mr. Van Arkel.) 

Mr. Swerpiorr. I would decline to answer this question, broke 
the fifth amendment, but I would like to also raise another reason for 
declining to answer the question, and that is that I do not believe that 
the question involving the American League in 1935 or 1936 is actual- 
ly pertinent to the inquiry of this committee. 

Mr. JAckson. That, sir, of course is your opinion, and it does not 
constitute a legal reason for your declining to answer the question. 
However, your reliance upon the fifth amendment does, and that is in 
the record. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

\t this point Mr. Swerdloff conferred with Mr. Van Arkel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mr. Joseph S. Nowak, Rev. Joseph S. Nowak 
and Rev. John A. Hutchison serve on any committee of the organ 
ization to which we just referred while you were its secretary / 

Mr. Swerp.orr. I will decline to answer, sir, on the grounds that I 
have already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, it appears to me that it is a waste 
of time for me to ask the witness any further questions. 

Mir. Jackson. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I do have another question or two 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Swerpuorr. No, sir; I am not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Swerpvorr. I will have to refuse to answer the question on the 
basis of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer. 

Do you have any more, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. TavENNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. No. 

Mr. J \CKSON, Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Watrer. No. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyrx. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Scuerer. I will not be in Washington tomorrow, and I just 
want to make this observation in connection with this matter: _ 

It was in New York last spring, I believe, that Leonard Patterson 
testified before this committee the first time. It just happened that I 
was presiding at that particular session. It was at that time that 
Leonard Patterson told just incidentally to his main testimony about 
the two young ministers coming down from Union Theological Sem- 
inary to participate in Communist Party activities in Baltimore. 

Subsequent to that hearing the committee and I were criticized 
by Bishop Oxnam in my own town for even permitting a witness of 
the type of Mr. Patterson to testify. 

There was a great deal more said about it at that time, but I think 
I should make this observation at this point in this hearing. 
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Mr. Jackson. Very well, and I think the Chair should also say that 
the investigative work which has been conducted on this matter has 


been of a very high order. 
With that, the committee will stand 1 


tomorrow morning. 
(W hereupon, at 5:10 p. m., the hearing was recessed until 10:3 


a. m., Friday, March 26, 1954.) 


n adjournment until 10:30 


») 





INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
BALTIMORE AREA—Part 3 


FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 1954 


Untrep States Houser or Representatives, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTENS 
oN Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington. dD, $2 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to recess, at 10:42 a. m., in the caucus room, 362 Old 
House Office Building, Hon. Donald L. Jackson presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
(presiding) and Francis E. Walter. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; George E. 
Cooper and Donald ‘kc Appell, Investigators: ind Riley 1). Smith. Jr.. 
acting for the clerk. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

The subcommittee for the taking of testimony this morning con- 
sists of Messrs. Scherer and Walter, with Jackson acting chairman. 

The hearing this morning is a continuation of the committee’s 
previous hearings into the extent, nature, and objec tives of Commu 
nist infiltration and penetration in the Baltimore, Md., area. 

Mr. Counsel, are you ready to proceed ¢ 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Call your first witness, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mary Himoff, will you come forward, please 4 

Mr. Jackson. Mrs. Himoff, would you raise your right hand, 
please ? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee that you will tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mrs. Nerr. I do. 


Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 
] 


TESTIMONY OF MRS. MARY HIMOFF NEFF, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, JOSEPH FORER 


Mr. TavenneErR. Will you state your name, please / 
Mrs. Nerr. Mary Himoff. 
Mr. TavenneEnr. Is that your present name? 
Mrs. Nerr. No. My present name is Mrs. Mary Neff. 
Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 
Mrs. Nerr. I am. 
4157 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Forer. Joseph Forer, 711 14th Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Mrs. Nerr. I would like to make a statement before this committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you will address your remarks to the chairman, 
he will consider that. 

Mr. Jackson. I am sorry. I didn’t understand. 

Mrs. Nerr. Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a statement before 
this committee. 

Mr. Jackson. You may, in accordance with the rules of the com- 
mittee, submit a statement. which will be considered at the end of 
your testimony and may, by a majority vote of the subcommittee, be 
incorporated in the record. 

The Chair will be happy to receive your statement. 

Thank you. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, where you were 
born ? 

Mrs. Nerr. In Ukraine, Russia. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to this country ? 

Mrs. Nerr. Some time in April or the beginning of May 1913. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen? 

Mrs. Nerr. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you naturalized ? 

Mrs. Nerr. I’m a citizen by virtue of the fact that my father was 
naturalized in 1920. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was he naturalized ? 

Mrs. Nerr. In Bronx County Supreme Court, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what was your father’s name? 

Mrs. Nerr. Abraham Himoff. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly what 
your formal educational training has been ? 

Mrs. Nerr. I graduated from public schools in New York City; 
went through Hunter College High School and went to Hunter Col- 
lege for a few years. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you last attend Hunter College? 

Mrs. Nerr. Either 1928 or 1920. I’m not sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present occupation ? 

Mrs. Nerr. Housewife. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside? 

Mrs. NI FF. Chicago. Il. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Chicago ? 

Mrs. Nerr. Oh, since September 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived there continuously since September 
1946 ¢ 

Mrs. Nerr. I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to 1946 where did you reside? 

Mrs. Nerr. Bronx, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you live at the Bronx, N. Y.? 

Mrs. Nerr. Since December—that address since December 1938 to 
about April or June or July 1946, just before I went to Chicago. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your address at the Bronx? 

Mrs. Nerr. 563 Caldwell Avenue. 


Please take that out of my eyes. 
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Mr. Watrer. That is disconcerting. (Addressing photographers. ) 
Take those pictures and then desist. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TavenneR. Prior to June 1946 where did you reside ¢ 

Mrs. Nerr. Prior to June 19— 

Mr. TAvenner. | beg your pardon. Prior to December 1938 where 
did you reside ? 

(At this point Mrs. Neff conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mrs. Nerr. Well, I returned to New York, in Manhattan, where my 
father and mother resided then, some time in May 1938, and they lived 
at the Manhattan address until December 1939, and [1 lived with them 
there until 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you raise your voice just a little higher? 
There is no amplification system here. 

Mrs. Nerr. I am sorry. 

Well, before that, from about May 1938, I guess, to—now, these 
exact months may not be accurate 

Mr. Tavenner. I can understand. 

Mrs. Nerr (continuing). To December 1938 I lived with my 
parents at their Manhattan address. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what was that address? 

Mrs. Nerr. I think it was East 18th Street, somewhere near Second 
Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Prior to May 1938 where did you live? 

Mrs. Nerr. I think I was in Detroit. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period of time were you in Detroit? 

Mrs. Nerr. Well, I would say for about—as I say, again this is 
approximate—about 7 to 8 months, I think. 

Mr. TavennerR. Then some time around October or November 1937 
you went to Detroit ? 

Mrs. Nerr. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live prior to the time you went to 
Detroit ? 

Mrs. Nerr. I lived in New York for a spell. 

Mr. TaveNNeR. What do you mean by “a spell” ¢ 

Mrs. Nerr. Well, about 4 or 5 months. 

(At this point Mrs. Neff conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. TavenNER. Then that means you went to New York at ap- 
proximately in May of 1937? 

Mrs. Nerr. Let’s see now—either the end of April or the beginning 
of May, I would say. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live prior to going to New York at 
the end of April or the early part of May 1937 ? 

(At this point Mrs. Neff conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mrs. Nerr. Baltimore, Md. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you go to Baltimore? 

Mrs. Nerr. This is all 19 years ago. I don’t know. February, 
March, April, May 1935—some time around then. 

Mr. TavenNER. Some time between January and May of 1935? 

Mrs. Nerr. Thirty-five. 

Mr. Tavenner. And did you live the re continuously from that time 
until you went to New Y ork in M: ay 1937 ¢ 

Mrs. Nerr. I think I did. 
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\ { t} Ss pont Mrs. Neff co ferred with Mr. lorer.) 
Mr. Taverner. Mrs. Netf, the committee has received testimony 


ere tact, if Was tive estimony that was given yesterday in this 
hearing room—that in August of 1935 Mr. Earl Dixon, whose real 


ume was Mr. Earl Reno. was Communist Party organizer in Balti- 
more and was in the office of the Communist Party headquarters in 
Baltimore when two voune ministers by the name of Rev. Joseph SS. 
Nowak and Rev. John A. Hut son came into Communist Party 


headai arters and tall ec to Mr. Dixon It Was testified that at the 
time ? f that conversation. which occurred, as I said, some time in 
August of 19235. that Mr. Leonard Patterson, who was the organizer 
for t Youne Communist League in Baltimore, was present and 
that ve vere present. Do vou recall the incident / 

At this p nt Mrs. Neff conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

NIvrs. N er. I refuse t er that question on the basis of my 
Dl leur nder the hitth ame dment not to be: witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yo e unwilline to state to this committee 

ether or not vou recall that u were present at the time of that 

(At this point M Neff conferred with Mr. Forer. 

Mrs. Ni I refuse for the reason previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was the testimony of Mr. Leonard Patterson that 
vou were assigned by the Communist Party to work in the Baltimore 
aren \ if it vo perfol d there the f netions of educational direc- 
tor al { ul were at t read of the women’s work of the Com 

Party Baltimo that correct ‘ 
At th oint Mrs. Neff conferred with Mr. Forer.) 
Mrs. Nerr. I refuse to answer that for the reason previously given 


Mr. TAVENNER. Let n isk vi the questions in this form so as to 
be certain of the position that you are taking: Were you present at 
the time of the conference in Communist Party headquarters between 
Mr. Dixon and the two n sters whose names | mentioned ¢ 

Mrs. Nerr. I think I gave you my answer. I refuse to answer that 
question for the previously given reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a functionary of the Communist Party 
n August 1935, assigned to the city of Baltimore ? 

Mrs. Ni FF. I refuse to answer that also for the reason previously 
olven. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Neff, the committee, as a result of its investi- 
gation, has ascertained that a meeting was held in March of 1930 in 
your home in New York ( ity, which was attended by a Russian by 
the name of Boris Damanan—D-a-m-a-n-a-n, who later assumed the 
name of Max Young, and that you acted as interpreter for him at that 
meeting. Mr. Damanan is now being held for deportation. Will you 
tell the committee, please, what you know about that meeting and 
what its purposes were ? 

Mrs. Nerr. I refuse to answer that for the reason previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are acquainted with Boris Damanan, otherwise 
known as Max Young, are you not? 

Mrs. Nerr. I refuse to answer that for the reason previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time held the position as a member 
of the national executive committee of the Young Communist League 
of the United States? 
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Mrs. Nerr. I refuse to answer that for the reason previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have told the committee that you spent a 
period of 7 to 8 months in Detroit just prior to May of 1938. Were 
you at that time or at any other time the district se retary of the 
Young Communist League in Detroit ? 

Mrs. Nerr. I refuse to answer that for the reason previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the period of time you were living in the Bronx 
did you at any time serve as administrative secretary of the Commu 
nist Party ? 

Mrs. Nerr. I refuse to answer that for the reason previously given. 

Mrs. Tavenner. Have you at any time been engaged in the teaching 
of principles of the Communist Party in any Communist Party 
school ¢ 

Mrs. Nerr. I refuse to answer that for the reason previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party / 

Mrs. Nerr. I refuse to answer that for the reason previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Nerr. I refuse to answer that for the reasor previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Wal TER, How old were you when you were brought to the 
United States? 

Mrs. Nerr. About five, sir. 

Mr. Warrer. Did your f 
arrival or when was it? 

Mrs. Nerr. I believe it was the exact period, you know, necessary 
for getting first papers and second papers, because he arrived in 1912 
and he got his papers 1n 1920. It was S years. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why the witness should 
excused ¢ 

Mr. TAVENNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused. 

The subcommittee is adjourned, subject to the call of the chairman. 

(Whereupon, at 10:58 a. m., the hearing was adjourned, subject to 
eall of the Chair.) 


} 


; . { a 
ecome a CILIZ ortty aiter Nis 





INDEX 


INDIVIDUALS 
Pag 
Banks $120 
Bishinsky, Joe $129 
Bridges, Harry $129 


srowder, Ear! 4148 
Damanan, Boris 4160 
Dixon, Earl (alias for Earl Reno) 4125, 

4126, 4140, 4141, 4142, 4144, 4146, 4149, 4152, 4154, 4160 
Forer, Joseph ‘s ‘ ; 1157-4161 
Himoff, Abraham-__- Eee sical : $158 
Himoff, Mary (see also Neff, Mary Himoff) 1125-4127, 4141, 4146, 4157 
Hutchison, John A 4124-4128, 4140-4145, 4149-4152, 4155, 4160 
Kovat, Sam 4129 
Marshall, Thurgood $145 
Neff, Mary Himoff (see also Himoff, Mary) {1157-4161 (testimony) 
Neigh, Dr 1149, 4150 
Nowak, Joseph S. (Joe) 4124-4128, 4134-4153 (testimony), 4155, 4160 
Oxnam, Bishop $155 
Patterson, Leonard 1121-4134 (testimony), 4141-4143, 4152, 4155, 4160 


Potrzucki, Walter: $141 
Reno, Earl C $124, 4125, 4131, 41382, 4140, 4145, 4149, 4150, 4152, 4154, 4160 


Roosevelt, President $129 
Swerdloff, Sam 4127, 4143-4146, 4151, 4152, 4153-4156 (testimony 

Van Arkel, Gerhard 1153-4156 
Ward, Harry 4138, 4139, 4142 
Whelan, Pat $146, 4147, 4151 
Young, Max 4161) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


American Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born $130) 
American League Against War and Fascism $127, 
$137, 4138, 4141, 4142, 4144, 4151, 4154, 4155 

Baltimore City College 4135 
Camp Meade, Md- . 4124 
Communist Party panieninos 122-4133, 
1136-4139, 4141-41438, 4146-4148, 4150-4155, 4160, 4161 

Communist Party, Baltimore 4125 
Congress of Industrial Organizations $146, 4147, 4148 
Dodge Community House 1135 
Hnden (German battleship) $144, 4152 


Ethiopian Defense Committee 4124-4127, 4131, 4141-4144 
Ethiopian Leacue $131, 4141, 4148, 4144 


Hunter College 4 4158 
Hunter College High School $158 
International Workers’ Order $127, 4148 
Johns Hopkins University 1124, 4135 
Lenin School, Moscow 4128, 4129 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 4145 
National Guard $123, 4124 
National Maritime Union $146, 4147 
National Students League 4124 
Steamship Massmoor $195 





4164 


Steamship Oakmoor 

Union Theological Seminary 
United Office and 
University of Chic 
University of Maryland- 


Univer 


sity of Wisc 


Wo! ke rs’ School 


Young 


Young 


Young 


Young 
Young 


Young 


Young 


Y 


Y« 


oun 


ung 


‘ 

{ 
Communist 
Communist 
Communist 
Men’s Chris 
Men’s Chris 
Workers C 


Professional 


msin 


League 
Le azcue, 
League, 
League 
League, 
League, 
tian Ass 


INDEX 


Birming! 
Cleveland 
Connecti 
Detroit d 
Maryland 
Philadel 


ciatior 


tian Associatior 


munist 


League 


4124, 
Workers 


al 


district 


district 


i¢ 


tri 


$127, 4135, 4137, 4138, 4140, 


Union 


4126, 
Ala 


t 


{ 


District of 


} 


Lil 


De 


tr¢ 


{ 


district 


it 


$127, 4142, 


Olumbia 


$142, 


$122 


4146, 4152, 4160, 


area 


4124, 


4140), 


$152, 





Page 
4123 
4155 
4148 
4135 
4124 
4153 
4122 
$124 
$161 
412% 
4125 
4123 
4123 
4123 
4123 
4153 
4135 
4122 





